
 
July 16  Down Memory Lane. Mini talks about something you bring along …. 
 
July 23  BarBeQue—Little Wenlock Playing Field (Entrance next to the Huntsman) 
 
July 30  Practical Workshop Session at HQ. Station on Air 
 
August 6  Open House /  Committee Meeting:  @ THE HUNTSMAN 
 
August 7 (THURS.) Quiz at Salop ARS  (Telepost Club, by Abbey Foregate SY2 6BT) 
 
August 13 Quiz Night—Jim ‘UGL M/C 
 
August 20  The story of Jodrell Bank—by Prof. Ian Morrison. Guest Speaker 
 
August 27 Challenge Competition. [Details hush hush (or not known) ] M/C G3UKV 
 
September 3 Open House / On the Air / Committee Meeting (L.W. Village Hall) 
 
Sept. 9 (Tuesday) Hamfest Committee Meeting—The Huntsman 
 
September 10 Hamfest Preparation Meeting. PLEASE TRY TO ATTEND 
 
September 17 Friedrichshafen Report. By intrepid travellers: Jim,Richard,Martyn,Dave 
 
September 24 Hamfest Preparations—crossing the “T”s and dotting the “I”s. 
 
September 28 (Sunday) It’s here again:- “ TELFORD HAMFEST “  #3. Work also Saturday 
evening setting up tables, signposts, car park etc etc 
 
October 1  Open House /  Committee Meeting:  @ THE HUNTSMAN 
 
October 8  Hamfest Debrief and ideas forum 
 
October 15 Hints and Tips. Members talk about their favourite ideas and methods. 

www.TDARS.org         Programme  www.telfordhamfest.co.uk 
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 VHF National Field Day was a bit special this year—and, no, I’ve no 
idea of the outcome in the results table that usually appear around the end of 
the year. And no, it wasn’t someone’s birthday. Rather, it was special due to 
a series of events that tested our mettle, but TDARS slayed the dragons ! 
 
 Due to other commitments, the FD planning meeting back in June was a 
little ragged, and the usual detailed station arrangements relied more on 
what had gone on in previous years. The only significant matters were     
finding out who was available and making the decision to drop 70cm this 
year, and re-instate 23cm as our fourth band.  So far, so good. 
 
 Around June 30, an urgent e-mail from Chris M0ECM was picked up in 
Germany by Richard (M1RKH) along with Jim ‘UGL, Dave ‘VZT and myself  
who were swanning around the Friedrichshafen area. In a nutshell, the main 
rotator intended for 2 metres was shot. Last year’s rotator had already been 
rejected as it was flapping all over the place. The only other rotator was in 
pieces. Panic stations. On Wednesday (July 2), it was decided to purchase 
another rotator. However, W & S, our favourite supplier, could not offer guar-
anteed  24 hr delivery for the coming weekend, so Chris & David (’ECM, 
‘EMM) drove across to Radio World, and got a replacement, plus cable, on 
Thursday. On Friday, the mobile tower had to be re-drilled to take the new 
rotator. Job done by Chris & Dave! 
That same day, Mike ’NKC rang to say the tyres on the other mobile tower 
looked dodgy—the remoulds were looking critical. Decision taken to replace 
immediately, to avoid a roadside problem as happened a few years ago to 
Don ’FHM en route to Long Mynd. Job done by Mike! 
 
 The actual Field Day went fairly smoothly, although Derek’s ’parrot’ we 
use on 6 metres was not sending its audio to the transmitter. Nothing obvi-
ous….call an electrician …. Rob M3RJW to the rescue…. After completely 
dismantling the unit at floor level in the storm-soaked tent, he diagnosed a 
relay not switching the audio between microphone and speech memory chip. 
“Has anyone got one of these?” (he seemed quite surprised we didn’t carry 
every component used in the station ….) After some deliberation, Simon 
‘UFE found a domestic two-way light switch that was pressed into service, 
and Rob proceeded to bypass the (removed) PCB relay and even used 
sticky tape to label it Mike/Parrot. Incredibly, it worked! 10/10 for initiative. 
 I’ve run out of room to mention the two hours it takes Derek ‘EYX to tow 
the genny to the FD site .. Or how Martyn M3YDE pulled one tower off the 
site with his Rover front mounted tow-bar ..… Or the tricky manoeuvre Dylan 
M1IHM had to make after he overshot the site in the cloud and rain …… 
And, oh yes, there was the small matter of the WEATHER—Now, There’s a 
tale to tell …...          
              MIV 

Editorial 
 



 
 
It’s been a very busy month or three. VHF NFD came round all too quickly after the club 
outing to Friedrichshafen. It was agreed that the weather was easily the worst we’ve ever 
encountered—especially as the rain and gale-force winds were present for about 25 out of 
the 30 hours we were on site.  The traditional canvas tent used for the 4 & 6m stations 
sprayed the inhabitants, plus all the gear (incl laptop and 2.5KV PSU) with a fine, wet mist 
for several hours. Chris & Dave’s tent was damaged, with two of the “lifetime guarantee” 
carbon fibre framework rods actually split! Activity again down this year as you can see 
from the following  summary, except on 4m: (2007 claimed scores in brackets, or 2004 for 
23cm). Hopefully the Claimed Scores will not be so ruthlessly adjudicated as in 2007. 

23cm: 39 (41) QSOs, 6815 (7889) claimed points. Best DX ON4HRT/P 574 Km 
2m: 235 (267) QSOs, 47840 (55038) claimed points. Best DX DL0ATS 851 Km 
4m: 76 (68) QSOs, 17928 (15753) claimed pts. Best DX CT1HZE 1759 Km. 
6m: 102 (140) QSOs, 34798 (118492)  claimed pts. Best DX UT3UA 2309 Km. 
The stations used a 66 ele loop yagi with 100 Watts on 23cm, a 17 ele Cushcraft yagi & 
100W on 2m, an 8 ele yagi plus 90W on 4m and 5 ele Met antenna plus 400 Watts on 6 
metres. Whilst  several members provided some of the gear, it was reassuring to see quite 
a bit of TDARS equipment in use too. ( 2 rigs, 3 masts + ants, trailer genny,  2 tents etc) 
The 3 new pound-shop spanner sets were unique; a 10mm spanner turned out to be about 
10.5 mm, a 12mm nearer to 12.5 and so on. Generous in metal, but not in usefulness ! 
    Many thanks to everyone who took part and contributed in so many ways to this event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QTC? News & Information 

In the cloud... 
Visibility ~50 yds 

6m —  
G0EYX 

23 cm—G4NKC 
And G8UPF 

Rob, M3RJW gets familiar with an 
untamed parrot. Fault traced …. >>> 

Relay replaced with domestic light 
switch—parrot restored to health. 
Manual audio routing via 2X switch. 

Blue Sky ? 
Yes, at  11:27:43 
UTC on Sunday 

Time to go home …...and share some 
experiences.  Look out 2009 ! 

Parrot 
Ground 
Level 
Zero ... 



Another recent happening was held in Stoke on Trent at 
the Northwood Stadium on June 14/15. It was the tenth 
“Relay for Life” event, with the amateur radio involvement 
being  initiated by ex-TDARS member Katrina G0PLB and 
her daughter Kirsty. This 24 hour celebration of Cancer 
Survival was subsequently supported in a practical way by 
Bob M0RJS and Don M0FHM, with a temporary station set 
up at the site that weekend. The full story, plus  excellent 
photos can be seen on the club web-site (www.tdars.org) 
under the ‘News and Interest’ pages. 

The picture above comes from the archives, showing L to R: Syd G3IMP (SK), Kirsty    
(Jnr. Op) Tony G0UYE and Katrina G0PLB at one of the Guides’ “Thinking Day on the Air” 
from Stoke-on-Tern Village Hall some time in the 1980s (I think). Here are a couple of 
shots from this year’s event, which raised over £25K…. 

 
Congratulations to all concerned. Bob and Don want many more TDARS 
Members to join them next year. Do have a look at our Club website too. 
 
Despite a couple of requests, I’ve had no response for personal reflections of the Marconi 
Heritage Trip to North Wales at the end of May.  (Ed: update Pg 8—thanks Richard 
‘RKH) However, from your Editor’s standpoint it was an excellent outing in which about 13 
members + friends/families were involved.  The actual site where we operated GC3ZME/P 
(ie Club stn operating within Wales) was called Waunfawr Transmitting station and oper-
ated from 1912 until 1938 when it was replaced by Rugby. The early station used 300 KW 
Spark O/P to a fan shaped spread of wires, strung from ten 400ft masts, and at one stage 
registered 560 amps of aerial current !! It used VLF, typically at 21, 32 or 67 KHz. This was 
later replaced with water cooled valve transmitters. It’s claim to fame took place in 1918 
when a telegram was transmitted to Wahroonga in NSW (Australia) for the first UK to Aus-
tralia contact. Other links were made to the USA, Egypt, Canada, Russia, South Africa and 
Italy. Its paired receiving station was well south of Caernarvon at Tywyn, where TDARS 
may set up a temporary station GBXYYY next year (25 April 2009) as part of the Interna-
tional Marconi Day network of  stations, of which there are about 40 sites currently identi-
fied. (www.gb4imd.org.uk).  
Members camped, motor homed or B&B at 3 sites in the locality. SOTA within Snowdonia 
was attempted but ran into difficulties. Microwaves were activated (12mm, 3 and 6cm 
wavelengths) on the Sunday from Mynedd Rhiw  in the Lleyn Peninsula, where we nearly 
got washed and blown away (sounds familiar, doesn’t it?) and we visited the ‘Electric 
Mountain’ HEP power station near Llanberis. A railway trip to Caernarvon also took place. 
From the Marconi site itself, 23 QSOs with GC3ZME/P took place, which included 11 
TDARS members, who will each receive a special QSL card. (Photos next page) >>>> 

TDARS Loan Service  
REMINDER: Paid up Members are welcome to borrow items of Club Equipment, so long 
as they’re  returned the following week and the usual “signing out” process is followed 
strictly.  That’s a privilege of TDARS Membership. If you can’t return it on  time, please 
find someone else who can, or  don’t  borrow it that week! 
 

Katrina G0PLB 
Station GB0RFL 

The Relay for Life Team !  
(well, just a few of them) 

It went 
with a 
bang! 



 

 
 

Odd structures on Cefn Ddu... 
Watering Hole Cheap Welsh petrol 

Local inhabitants 

400 ft mast— 
Then and Now 

Sunset towards Glace Bay, Canada 
First Commercial  link  in 1921 

  International Marconi Day Award 2008 

    400ft Mast stay “peg”. 
( each 3 metres square !) 

(four per mast) 

M
ARCONI TRAIL 

M
AY 2008 

As well as lots of memories and photos, we came back with some bits of antennae debris 
(insulators, bolts etc). One last note; Norman G0ASP has some interesting info. on another 
Marconi Station, GB0MBS—Marconi Beam Station—which sets up each IMD near Dorches-
ter. A good read if you’re interested in a bit of radio history. Ask Norman for more details. 
 
The Friedrichshafen trip (June 25-30) was equally enjoyable. Having visited both Dayton 
(USA) and Frieds., in past years, we decided to return to the Lake Bodensee area. I, for one, 
prefer the German event , and it’s a lot nearer. It’s absolutely huge. We took a leaf out of that 
1970 pop song “Planes and boats and trains”, and added bicycles too. If you think you 
missed an opportunity—you certainly did! Perhaps we’ll return in two or three years time ….. 
 
The Museums on the Air weekend (mid June )was rather a subdued event. Special       
stations were well down in numbers this year, with Simon & Co only working  a  handful. Per-
haps extending it over 2 weekends diluted the activity, or perhaps it needs a bit of fizz adding 
to the formula, like the IMD award mentioned above. Well done to all concerned at GB0IBG. 
 
 The upstairs wiring to the repeater and beacons has been agreed, and will be installed 
during the summer months by Simon ‘UFE (User Friendly Electrician). 
 
We hope to purchase and install a more substantial loft-ladder in the near future. The    
existing one is already showing signs of strain at its regular usage, with loosening rungs. 
 
Have you paid your 2008/9 sub. yet?   If not, please contact Jim ‘UGL ASAP. Thanks. 



 
 

The Willys MB 4x4 quarter ton truck, or lightweight reconnaissance vehicle. 
By Martin M3YDE (Following an excellent showing of Martin’s vehicle at a TDARS meeting) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is not a ‘GP’ vehicle. [GP = ‘general purpose’ Ford part numbering system.  ‘G’ always for units built 

for Government and ‘P’ for 80” wheelbase].  Nor, in civilian talk, is it a ‘jeep’. 

In early 1940, the US Army was looking for a lightweight 4x4 vehicle for use as a lightweight reconnais-

sance vehicle.   The specification list that had to be met was – 

A lightweight chassis   Four cylinders   Four wheel drive   Open sides   Able to     

convey four men   Grade-climbing ability   Carry a payload of 600 lbs   Weigh no 

more than 1300 lbs. 

On 27 June 1940, the Army sent out specifications to 135 manufacturers, including GM (General Mo-

tors), Willys, Ford and Bantam.  Only two of these companies put forward proposals. 

Firstly, Kark Probst from Bantam proposed a 20�hp engine vehicle.  However, the Army wanted the ve-

hicle to have 40-hp.  They also wanted the pilot vehicle by 23 September 1940. 

Karl Probst drove the Bantam BRC-4O from the factory to Camp Holabird, some 230 miles away. 

 

Although the BRC-40 weighed 1840 lbs instead of the 1300 lbs required, a Major Lewes asked if two of 

his men could remove it from a ditch.  Just then, a Cavalry General stepped up and said he needed it 

and stated that if he could lift it, his men would have it.  This General was over 6ft tall and weighed 250 

lbs.  He walked over to the Bantam and single-handedly lifted the back end off the ground. 

 

And so, the contract was awarded to Bantam.  However, the Bantam could not produce 16,000 units by 

July 1941 and Bantam were told to give the plans of their BRC-40 prototype to its competitors, Ford 

Willys.  For doing so, as a bonus for Bantam, the American Government awarded them the contract to 

build all the jeep trailers for the Army for the duration of World War II. 

Willys produced the ‘MA’ and Ford produced the ‘G’P.  In January 1942, the jeep was standardised to 

enable parts to fit all three models and the standard grill that you can still see in this vehicle in front of 

you today was produced. 



In 1942, the standardised jeep was produced as the Willys ‘MB’ and Ford called it the ‘GPW’.  The 

name ‘Jeep’ is thought to have either come from (1) a character named ‘jeep jeep’ in the Popeye car-

toon strip and, (2) was the nickname given to the vehicles by the American GIs, because they thought 

‘GP’ meant ‘general purpose’ which, as I explained above, it did not. 

 

Approximately 359,489 jeeps were built from 12 June 1942 until the end of World War II.  Approxi-

mately 50 of these was made in 4-wheel steer. 

The maximum life expectancy of a jeep in a combat area was only 90 days! 

After World War II, and until the early 1960s, the French Government copied the Willys jeep prototype, 

under licence from Willys and called their vehicle the ‘Hotchkiss’. 

~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~ 

Mike’s Piece about Attenuators. 
 

Sometimes we need to reduce the power output of a transmitter; e.g. to drive a linear or transverter or where a 
certain output from rigs is permitted e.g 3 watts for the P.W.2m contests. It is then up to the contestants to get this 
small power up the mast as efficiently as possible and then into the best antenna they can manage. 
 
But, what happens if your rig will only produce 5 watts as a minimum? The usual way of reducing power, when 
your rig has no control for doing so, is to provide a negative voltage (using a battery and a potentiometer) on the 
Automatic Linearity Control (ALC) A look through the rig’s manual will tell you where the ALC can be got at. 
(a socket on the back somewhere). It should also say how much negative voltage you can use. Between zero and 
minus 5 volts is usual. One prospective contest operator contacted me recently because he had tried this as could 
not get his rig to alter its output. Unfortunately, this means that either the rig is faulty or some programming menu 
was incorrectly set. 
 
However, to get round the problem, what he could have done is to lose output using an attenuator in the aerial 
feed. This is basically 3 resistors in a Pi arrangement. (see below) But which resistors to use to lose the power? 
This is where owning an RSGB Communications Handbook comes in useful. In it there are two sets of tables with 
attenuation values from 1 dB upwards. One table is for 50ohm coaxial feeder and the other for 75 ohms 
(sometimes it is necessary to attenuate the TV signals from the aerial to reduce interference from reflections or 
other TV stations.) 
 
Many values are awkward and may have to be made up of resistors in series/parallel. Carbon resistors are ideal, 
as non-carbon types have inductance and this could cause problems at VHF and above. Remember that resistors 
in parallel reduces their self inductance, which helps. Although resistors are marked with their values, these vary 
with manufacturing tolerances, so check each one with an ohmmeter to find resistors to arrive at the figures given 
in the table. However, a few percent either way will not be of much consequence. We are amateur radio operators 
when all said and done. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
   
Do remember to make certain that the resistors you are using are of sufficient wattage for the power you 
are losing because their values will change if they get too hot!    Vy 73 Mike G3JKX 

~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~ 



Reflections on the Marconi Heritage Trail Trip—May 2008 
By Richard M1RKH (Received thankfully with minutes to spare in the Editor’s Office!) 

 
I intended Marconi day to be something a bit different for me, this was the beauty of the location we chose, 3 
miles from Llanberis gave us the best access into Snowdonia. Ruben, Martyn (M3YDE) and I had decided to 
make at least one day a SOTA day, and that was Saturday, so we set off in the morning to our chosen peak, 
deciding to stay off the tourist trails and do something slightly less popular.  
 
The peak chosen by Martyn was Elidir Fawr, at 923m, was an  point summit with not too many activations in 
total. At 923m this makes it a very comparable slog to any mountain in Snowdonia and not much short of Yr 
Wyddfa itself. To get to the mountain walking involved about a 1.5 mile slog on a private tarmac road. This 
road is the service road to the quarry and to the reservoir, which is the one that feeds Electric Mountain itself 
(the amazing scheme whereby water is let out during the day to the turbines and into Llanberris and then at 
night with cheap electricity pumped back up. It was a wiley accountant that worked out there was money in that 
scheme!).  
 
The walk begins quite sharply at the base of the reservoir and quickly gains height, to a plateau where the dis-
tinct path is not too visible, this is somewhere around 600m. At this point the only way is up a shale slope to a 
small peak, Myndd Perfedd which drops you down to a second plateau where you can stroll along for about 
1km at 800m, dropping you to the saddle between here and Elidir Fawr itself. The route up Elidir itself is obvi-
ous, it's a ridge walk to the top amongst some fantastic views. At this point it is fair to say that with the thought 
of a ridge walk with a strong wind behind us, one of our party was suffering a bit of vertigo. We couldn't leave 
him for the 90 minutes minimum we needed to get up and back and have a few contacts. We planted him 
down and looked for our way around, and settled on the same route back, other routes being longer or 
steeper.  
 
We dropped down the saddle again and onto the pleasant plateau, aiming for the amazingly well kept dry 
stone wall and the steps over it. Once over these we settled down to some scram and drinks and lay in the 
sun, sheltered from the wind, gently dozing away for a few (several?) minutes. We were woken by the shoute 
of some climbers making their way up the steep drop off to the A5 side and eventually two heads pop up over 
the edge and we have a good chat, deciding this is our cue to move on. The slog down the tarmac road was 
indeed a slog but we arrived back, none the worse after a good drink, with mild sun burn on our exposed bits. 
 
The wind was gradually picking up over the day and continued to for a few more days so we called it a day for 
SOTA and set about exploring the area, the mining mueseum and some other sites around Bedgellert. I'm 
quite looking forward to going back and to working on our Marconi day visit further east next year. . 

 
  

Richard 
M1RKH 

Ruben and Martyn ‘YDE 



Standing Waves by Richard M1RKH 

 
We often all talk about standing waves, VSWR and the implications of good or bad ones to our 
operating practice. It got me thinking, when is a VSWR a bad one and how much does it really 
matter? I realised I had been making some wrong assumptions in its use, so here is what I think 
are some of the key issues.  
 
What is the voltage standing wave ratio? We all use coax and this is a transmission line, so is 
ladder line and so are other things like rigid waveguides. These are designed to show the same 
impedance to the wave going down it along its whole length as any change in impedance will 
cause a reflection of the forward traveling wave. This reflected wave is traveling back towards 
the source. Obviously at the end of the coax there could be a range of impedances, you hope 
that it will be around 50ohm to match your coax. If it is 50ohm, then all the power you put down 
the line is transferred to the load, which could be an antenna system, or linear etc. If it is not 
matched exactly, a reflected wave is formed, and maximum power is not transferred to the load. 
VSWR gives us a way to assess the matching of the transmission line by measuring both the 
forward and reflected (voltage) waves.  
 
What we are looking at is a standing wave. You can easily make a standing wave, tie a piece of 
string to a fixed point and waggle your arm up and down to make a wave, at a certain amount of 
waggling, the wave will appear to be stationary, the points where it crosses the line between 
your arm and the fixed point will be still but the string will be going up and down between them. 
In our electrical world this standing wave is made up of both the forward and reflected voltage 
wave..  
 
VSWR is a measure of the ratio of the amplitudes on the transmission line of the forward and 
reflected waves. If there is no reflection, then there is no reverse wave. VSWR is 1. Note that 
VSWR is not measuring impedance, just a mismatch ratio. To measure impedance you would 
need an antenna analyser. Another way to analyse this is using a reflection coefficient, which 
ranges between -1 and +1, with 0 being perfectly match, -1 short circuit and +1 open circuit.  
 
So now we know that for a perfectly matched line, VSWR is 1.  
 
What if we measure a VSWR of 1.5? This means that the line is improperly terminated for a 
start. Is it bad? This means that 1/2 of the forward voltage is being reflected back towards the 
source.  
 
VSWR 2? This means that the reflected voltage is as big as the forward voltage, ie the standing 
wave (which is like looking instantaneously at the combined voltages of both forward and re-
flected) on the line is now double what it would be if just the forward voltage was there.  
 
Now you can see why bad mismatches may cause problems, as the mismatch gets bigger and 
the VSWR goes up, so does the amount of reflected wave. The amount of voltage on the line 
(and power can be inferred from this ultimately) increase beyond the actual transmitted voltage. 
This may cause problems, both in the transmission line itself, and also in the final driver stage of 
the rig, where the voltage present may be large enough to  damage it. This is the reason why, 
rigs can detect such conditions and reduce the output power in the presence of bad matches so 
that the final stage does not blow up. The meters on many rigs can usually be set up to show 
things like the VSWR at the transmitter and also the magnitude of the control voltage it uses to 
correct and reduce its output power. This is useful as if the rig is cutting back its output power 
automatically you may not be able to accurately read off SWR, and the ALC measure is 
needed.  

~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~ 



The assumptions I corrected to myself were that VSWR is nothing to do with impedance or 
power, it’s just a ratio, though obviously this ratio is as a result and is affected by both. SWR’s 
not equal to 1 are not necessarily bad, and as they get worse your rig ramps back. This is OK to 
a point, and if you operate with sufficiently bad SWR’s a lot of the time you will be both stressing 
the output stages all the time and also not getting the full output power to the antenna.  
 

~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~ 
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TELFORD & DISTRICT AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY. MEETINGS EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 
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PAGE PROGRAMME.  ROOM BOOKED FROM 7PM - 10PM. MEETINGS       
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~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~ 

 
Mike’s Piece on Logger 32 

 
Logger 32 is a very good all singing/dancing computer logging program written by Bob Furzer, 
K4CY, for Windows. It is easy to use, once you have configured the program to do what you 
want it to do. The really good bit is that the program is freeware. Although it is not specifically a 
contest logger it can be used as such, but because it does not have a self-contained print     
program, you must also download the ‘Log Print’ program as well. Naturally, this will do QSL  
labels as well. 
 
Its main use is to log contacts of course, but it really excels in having the ability to track awards 
like DXCC, IOTA, WAZ, WAS and lots more, by band and mode etc.  
 
The program is configurable so that you only have on screen the information that you want to 
see. The main window is divided into many smaller windows that can be deleted, resized and 
repositioned on the screen, appearing in the same place every time you start up your machine. 
The program has a data mode window that copes with RTTY, all the PSK variants, MMTTY etc. 
A modern rig can be coupled up to produce frequency and mode on screen and the program 
can also control your rig from the keyboard if you like. 
 
A fully featured 36 memory CW keyer is built in, as is a digital voice recorder to save your throat 
calling CQ a lot during contests. You can have cylindrical and azimuthal maps of the world     
displayed, with the grey line shown.  
 
 



 

You can display DX cluster information and satellite tracking info on screen if you so desire, but 
these need an Internet connection of course. The 12 NCDXF beacons (see note below) can be 
shown and your Rx programmed to change frequency in time with their transmissions so you 
can easily check which paths are open to which locations on the HF bands between 14 and 
28MHz. This can be a real boon to the keen DXer or SWL.  
 
If you need assistance using the program, there is a really comprehensive, well written and        
illustrated ‘Help’ file to fall back on. Help and ideas are also available from a user forum called 
‘hamlogger’, through Yahoo/Groups.  
 
Logger 32 is a very comprehensive program and I have only mentioned a few of the many 
things it can do. The important thing is that its various facilities all work reliably and it’s FREE. 
Having used the program at some length, operating on a recent special event station, I can 
highly recommend it.  
 
This piece is a reduction of an article written by John Butcher, G3LAS, that appeared in the May 
2008 Chiltern DX Club Digest and is used with permission.       

Vy 73 Mike G3JKX 
  

Note. 1. The North Californian DX Foundation, funded, built, placed and maintains these      
beacon stations for the benefit of DXers everywhere. 
 

~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~ 
 

Relay for Life, Stoke on Trent GB0RFL 

GC3ZME/P at Marconi site Waunfawr 

Microwaves at  Mynedd Rhiw, Lleyn Peininsula 

Paddling in Lake Bodensee, nr Friedrichshafen 



...But some of the crew 
were not available at 
the time this shot was 
taken at about 14:30 
UTC on Sunday 

FOR SALE Caranex awning to attach to rear of hatchback vehicle. In new condition. 
£50. Made in Scotland where they know about rain and wind! G3UKV 01952 255416 or       
e-mail ukv@ukv.me.uk  See details www.caranex.co.uk  
 

~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~ 
 

Useful sounding website noted by Richard G0VXG. Suppliers of lots of microchip size 
RF bits and pieces. https://www.silabs.com/products/audiovideo/Pages/default.aspx. They spin a 
bit of a yarn …”Leveraging a track record of innovation in RF technology”.  
Or in other words, they reckon they’re clever. 
 

~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~ 
 
Thanks for Newsletter input & photos to M0FHM, M1RKH, G3JKX, M3UWB, M0RJS, 
G0ASP, G8VZT, G0VXG. 
 

~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~+~ 

The joys of field days …... 


